
Senior Phase 
Information Evening



Our 
Mission

To ensure that every learner at Gleniffer 
High School leaves into a sustained positive 

destination with their highest level of 
academic achievement possible.



Agenda

Attend – Attain – Achieve

Assessment Blocks

Tracking and Reporting

Instagram Vs Reality

Student Leaders guide to studying

Managing Anxiety

Support Available; study plans, study skills input









Attainment Expectations

S4 pupils will be presented for 7 National Qualifications + NPA Awards

S5 pupils will do 5 subjects in S5
If achieved minimum of 5 National 5 at A-C level, expectation is a 5 Highers.
If achieved a minimum of 5 National 5 A-D level, expectation is 5 Level 6 awards, 
including Higher.

S6 pupils will do 4 subjects in S6. 
If pupils require added value to make more competitive, we will refer to the 
leadership award on a Friday. 
Pupil Example: short credits for college



Attain
TRACKING 1 22ND OF SEPTEMBER –ASPIRATIONAL TARGET 

GRADE

TRACKING 2 11TH NOVEMBER – WORKING GRADE, NEXT TARGET 
GRADE, ASPIRATIONAL TARGET GRADE + 
EFFORT/BEHAVIOUR/HOMEWORK

TRACKING 3 19TH JANUARY - WORKING GRADE, NEXT TARGET 
GRADE, ASPIRATIONAL TARGET GRADE + 
EFFORT/BEHAVIOUR/HOMEWORK

TRACKING 4 30TH MARCH

S4 PROGRESS EVENING: 
13TH NOVEMBER

S5/6 PROGRESS EVENING: 
2ND DECEMBER



TRACKING 1: PARENT/
CARER VIEW



TRACKING 2 AND 3: PARENT/
CARER VIEW



TRACKING 4



Purpose of Assessment

• What it is our purpose?

Measurement of demonstrated 
attainment to inform pupil 
progress and next steps

Experience of ‘Exam’ in hall

Identify strengths and targets for 
improvement

• Findings from ‘PRELIM’ Model:

Significant number of pupils 
leaving early/not using AA 
effectively

Assessment evidence which 
carries most weight too late for 
impact of intervention(Jan/Feb)

Earlier tracking could be more 
robust if rigorous assessment used 
to support judgments



Rationale for Change

• Reflecting on strengths of the ACM 
and the process around inferred 
and demonstrated attainment.

• Used to support our process 
around raising attainment.

• More accurate estimates and 
understanding of pupil progress 
throughout the year.

• Increased rigour around target 
setting, progress and target setting.







AA Support – What will this look like?

for

Candidates who are entitled to AA support will 
still receive this over the course of the 
assessment blocks.

• All departments will have accommodated extra time into 
their 2-hour block

• As assessments in classroom, this is setting for separate 
accommodation

• PT SfL Mrs Foley has populated lists of learners who may 
have access to additional support needs during 
assessment such as a reader/scribe. These will be 
accommodated over the assessment block periods.



Intended Impact

Increased rigour around robust assessment evidence gathered sooner

Increased motivation of learners to achieve

Assessment reflective of coursework covered at each stage

Time for effective intervention to be measured

Increased attainment and achievement







VS REALITY…..

SOME MATHS:

MOST SQA COURSES TAKE 240 HOURS OF TOTAL STUDY

REMOVING THE SCHOOL DAY HOURS EQUATES TO 80 HOURS OF 
STUDY AT HOME

DIVIDING 80 HOURS PER SUBJECT PER WEEK = 2 HOURS OF STUDY 
PER SUBJECT PER WEEK.

ARE YOU GETTING SQA READY?







STUDENT LEADERS 

– A GUIDE TO STUDYING EFFECTIVELY



Hello, I am Emily 
Barnes Attainment so far:

National fives: 8 A's

Highers: 5 A's



8-4 4-5 5-6 6-7 7-8 8-9 9-10

Monday School Chemistry notes Chemistry 
questions

Physics notes Physics 
questions 

Netball Netball

Tuesday School Maths questions Maths 
questions 

English notes English 
notes 

Wednesday School Any homework Netball Netball Netball Netball

Thursday School Biology notes Biology 
questions 

Netball Netball

Friday School Biology notes Biology 
Notes 

Any homework 

Saturday Netball Any homework Any homework 

Sunday Netball Past papers 
(changes weekly)

Past papers
(changes 
weekly)





MY  TOP  TIPS

 STAY AS ORGANISED AS POSSIBLE

 KEEP YOURSELF CALM

 DON’T PROCRASTINATE

 TIME MANAGEMENT

 IDENTIFY YOUR STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES WITHIN SUBJECTS AND WITH SUBJECTS

 DON’T STOP WHAT YOU ENJOY



Emma Gelston:

Sixth Year Student

Deputy Student Leader

16yrs old 

Play trombone, dance and volunteer RVS at 

Gartnavel Hospital.



Attainment:

 Awarded 8 A’s at National 5 in English; Mathematics; Applications 
of Maths; Spanish; Chemistry; Biology; Geography & PE.

Whilst I really enjoyed Geography, I felt my strength lay in the 
sciences.

 Awarded 5 A’s at Higher in English; Mathematics; Chemistry; 
Human Biology & PE.

Going Forward: 
 

 Taking 3 x Advanced Highers: Mathematics; Chemistry & Biology. 



Useful Tips and Advice:

 Get organized and try and get stuff done early.  

 Use all the resources the school offer whether that be BBC Bitesize; www.e-

sgoil.com or the Gleniffer YouTube channel for my science subjects.

 I also attended supported study for each of my subjects throughout the year, this 

allowed me to ask any additional questions I had and ensured I had a firm grasp 

of the each of the courses I was studying.

  I wrote out flashcards for subjects with lots of definitions. I found this was a fun 

way to study as I got someone else to quiz me on the definitions.

 Finally, I used past papers and individual past paper questions throughout the 

year, not just towards exam time. This meant I knew how the SQA liked to word 

questions for each subject and ensured that I was not thrown by the layout of 

the exam papers when sitting the exams.



Study Plan:

 I had to dedicate a significant amount of time to studying in order to achieve my grades. I stayed 
organized and committed to studying consistently throughout the year.

 During study leave, I studied for 6 to 8 hours each day in two-hour blocks, switching subjects every 
two hours to keep myself motivated and avoid burnout. 

 At the end of each day, I would review what I had covered and identify any areas I had struggled 
with. This helped me create a focused plan for what to study the following day

 I maintained a very structured approach to my studying. I would not begin studying before 9 a.m., 
and I made sure to stop by 7 p.m. each day. This routine gave me time in the mornings to have 
breakfast and get ready for the day, and in the evenings, I was free to enjoy other activities like 
dancing or spending time with friends. It helped me maintain a healthy balance between 
productivity and personal well-being.



Study Tips 
By Zaynah 



3 Steps 

1)Learn the content

2)Practice Questions 

3)Past Papers



Step 1- Content 

Review the content, topic by topic 
(especially areas of difficulty)

Do this by making notes, flashcards, mind 
maps

You can try all these methods and find out 
which one works for you



Step 2- Practice questions 

Practice EASY (C type) questions

Use your notes if needed, this will help you 
see how your notes connect to the question

Can do this by using textbooks, teachers will 
have questions like this available too.



Step 3- Past Papers 

Apply your knowledge in past papers

Do sections of past papers first e.g. by topic

 Save at least 1 or 2 full past papers to do 
before the exam, to really see your areas of 
difficulty



MANAGING ANXIETY

– A GUIDE TO SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS







How can Parents/Carers support?

Engage with school 
communications and 

teacher recommendations
Sign up to PARENT PORTAL

Challenge your child's 
attendance and time 

keeping

Help them to separate 
normal levels of anxiety to 
abnormal stress. Nothing 
destroys self-esteem more 

than failing to try.

Encourage growth 
mindset at home

Ask them about their 
study plan – is it on a 

wall? 

Ask them about their 
approach to studying – is 

confidence growing?

Ask them about their 
homework

Following tracking, get 
them to update their study 

planner based on their 
SMART targets.



What other Support are the school offering?

HIGHLY SKILLED AND 
HIGHLY 

KNOWLEDGEABLE 
TEACHERS. SPEAK TO 

THEM.

STUDY SKILLS 
WORKSHOP – LIVE N 

LEARN (OCTOBER

STUDY SKILLS 
WORKSHOP WITH 

MISS CHALMERS (10TH 
AND 16TH 

SEPTEMBER)

STUDY RESOURCES – 
FLASH CARDS, NOTE 

PADS AND PENS.

SUPPORTED STUDY – 
STAY TUNED ON OUR 

SCHOOL SOCIAL 
MEDIA FOR THE 

TIMETABLE



LEARNING TODAY FOR A BETTER TOMORROW 



PARENT PORTAL SIGN UP FEEDBACK

QUESTIONS?



FAQs

Will my child get the opportunity to experience an exam in the hall before the exams?
Yes. In the 3rd assessment block the English Assessment will take place in the hall to provide the ‘exam experience’

I am struggling to sign up to parent portal, what should I do? 
Please contact our school office for support

My child is being presented for less than the minimum expectations, what can I do?
Please contact Mr Gould to get options renegotiated.

My child needs a study planner, how can I get this?
We will be handing these out this week and next via PSE. A digital version will be available for download on our website.

How will I know if my child is entitled to AA during assessment blocks?
Class teachers are working closely with Support for Learning to determine this. Mrs Foley will make young people aware of 
any support they are entitled to.

If I have concerns about attainment, who should I contact?
Please contact your child’s pastoral teacher in the first instance. Mrs Martin is responsible for wholeschool attainment.


